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AN | 
ENQUIRY 
INTO THE 
TRUE CAUSE 
GT. 
England's Troubles. 
WE EN we conſider that the Affairs 
of Nations and Kingdoms axg un- 
der the Direction of an inflitely 


wiſe, powerful, and good Being, who can 


never be miſtaken in his Rules of Govern- 
A 2 ment, 
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ment, who wants not Power to execute all 


his wiſe Determinations, and yet is full of 


Goodneſs and Compaſſion towards the Works 
of his Hands; we may be very certain, 1 
ſay, from theſe Conſiderations, that heme- 
ver brings, or ſuffers others to bring, any 
conſiderable Calamity upon a Nation or a 
People, but when it is abſolutely neceſſary 
for the Vindication of his own Honour, as 
the ſupreme Governor of the World, and 
deſigned for the Correction and Puniſhment 
of thoſe who have ſlighted and abuſed, 
trampled on and deſpiſed the Bounties of his 
Providence. | 


Surely, therefore, it cannot be thought 


an impertinent Enquiry at this Time, to 


ſee whether we cannot find out what may 
be the procuring Cauſe of our preſent 
Troubles; the Recapitulation of which, I 
ſuppoſe, I may ſpare myſelf the Trouble of 
going over, inaſmuch as 'tis to be preſumed 
none are now ſo ſtupidly ſecure as not to be 
alarmed&therewith. 


3 8 
For, beſides that moſt unnatural and cruel 
Rebellion, that has made ſuch Havock in 
many conſiderable Parts of this Ifland, and 
which is yet far from being totally ſuppreſ- 
ſed, we have now moſt certain and con- 


vincing 
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viticing Proofs that both the Powers of France 
and Spain are uſing their utmoſt Endeavours 
to prepare themſelves for an Invaſion upon 
our Coaſts, And leſt even this ſhould not 
be ſufficient to awaken us out of our Securi- 
ty, there is yet another alarming Judgment 
of God upon us, in that great Mortality 
which is among our Cattle, and which, if 
not timely removed, ſeems to threaten both 
Famine and Peſtilence. | 


If theſe Things will not awaken our Fears, 
and make us conſider what God is about to 
do with us, and what ſhould be the Cauſe of 
his bringing theſe Beginnings of Deſolation 
on this Nation, we may expect he will pour 
out the Dregs of the Cup of his Indignation 


upon us.---For as yet, tho' he hath cor- 


rected us, it hath been like a tender Father, 
who is loth to ſcourge us too ſeverely ; and 
therefore he has mingled many Mercies, to- 
gether with his Judgments, to try whether 
we will reflect upon our Ways and D-ings. 


Is it not then highly proper for us to fall 
in with this Deſign of his Providence, b 
conſidering what thoſe Things are, which 
may have provoked the Almighty to bring 
all theſe Evils upon us? | 


And 


— 
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And here, that which offers itſelf firſt to 
our Conſideration is, that Spirit of Diſcon- 
tent and Uneaſineſs, of Complaint and In- © 
vective againſt our. Rulers and © Governours, 

* which has ſpread itſelf ſo univerſally among 
all Sorts of Perſons ; inſomuch that of late 
Years, it has been ſcarce poſſible to go into 
any mix'd Aſſembly, but you were ſure 
to hear ſome one or other exclaiming againſt 
the Government, and finding Fault with every 

| Proceeding. And tho? we have enjoyed eve- 

4 ry one his own Property, without any Mo- 

; leſtation ; yet becauſe many have not had 

| that Share in the Management of Affairs 

Fi which they defired, they grew clamorous 

and difl:ffected.---The Conſequence of this, 
no doubt, was, that it weakened the Hands 
of our Governors, ſet us at Variance among 

9 ourſelves, and encouraged our Enemies to 

1 make this bold and deſperate Attempt upon 


us. And what is worſt of all, it has pro- 
| voked c , Almighty to enter into a Contro- 
| verſy wilh us, and to threaten us with a total 
| Subverſion of that Government (with all its 
Advantages) which we have ſo ſhamefully 


; and wickedly abuſed. 


What Ingratitude are thoſe guilty of, who, 


under the beſt of Governments, have W 
a 
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all the civil and religious Rights a People 
can reaſonably defire ; who have been bieſt 
with fruitful Seaſons ; and whoſe Cattle have 
© brought forth Thouſands and Ten thouſands 
in their Folds; and yet, inſtead of having their 
Hearts filled with Thankfulneſs, and their 
Lips with Praiſe, have been all this while 
ren and complaining, as tho' the 

had been fed with Bread and Water of Af. 
fliftion, or had been ſerving their Enemies 
in Hunger and Nakedneſs, and in the want 
of all Things ? Tell me now, is it not juſt 
that God ſhould threaten us with a total 
Deprivation of all theſe Bleſſings, and make 
us know their Value by the Want of them? 


l hope indeed this Alarm we have had, 
has already produced this good Effect, that 
it has opened the Eyes of many who have 
been miſled; and who, tho' they have in- 
conſiderately fallen o much into the com- 
mon Cry, yet never meant to make any In- 
roads upon the preſent happy Eſtabliſhment. 
That Spirit of L and that Deteſtation 
of Popery which ſeems ſo univerſally to pre- 
vail at this Time, in moſt Parts of the Na- 
tion, is, in the Apprehenſion of all true 
Lovers of their Country, a Token for good, 
and a very happy Effect of our preſent 
Troubles; as it gives us great Room to hope 


that 


F 
that we ſhall for the future be a more united 
People. This will make us really formidable 
to our Enemies, inaſmuch as all their moſt 
ſanguine Hopes are founded in our Diviſions 
and Animoſitics, | | 


But tho this diſcontented Spirit is one 
Cauſe, yet tis far from being the only one, 
of our preſent Calamities. No---There are 
yet greater Abominations than theſe---There 
is a Flood of Iniquity, of Profaneneſs and 
Immorality, which calls down the Vengeance 

of God upon our Heads. - For * beſides 
Curſing and Swearing, and Uncleanneſs of 
every Kind, there is a moſt ſhameful Pro- 
fanation of the Sabbath Day among us :-- 
| Inſtead of its being ſet apart for Devotion, 
Publick and Private, Family and Cloſet,” tis 
with the moſt a Day of Pleaſure or of Jdle- 
neſs, of Recreation, of impertinent Viſits— 
; of any Thing, rather than the proper Work 
1 for which it is deſigned. Is the fourth Com- 
1 mand expunged from the Decalogue ? And 
yet I am perſuaded there are many who 
would be thought very good Chriſtians, who 
ſcarce ever make the leaſt Conſcience of 
keeping this Day as holy, either by going 
to publick Worſhip themſelves, or taking 
Care that thoſe ſhould, over whom they 
have any Influence. T 
Q 
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Jo the prevailing and ſcandalous Abuſe 
of this Day, among the. Rich and the Great, 

among Maſters of Families, or thoſe who 
are in the more exaltcd Stations of Life, 
we may very juſtly charge that abound- 
ing of Vice and Profaneneſs which every 
where, like a mighty Deluge, has overſpread 
the lower Sort of People, and which is ſuch 
univerſal Matter of Complaint, as being the 
Source of great Diſorders and Confufions, 
in Families and Neighbourhoods, as well as 
in Towns and Cities. 


Would we then ſtrike at the Root of all 
this Iniquity and Miſchief, let us all, as well 
by our Example as Precept, Remember the 
Sabbat h- Day to keep it body. Not only by 
going to Church ourſelves, with our Fami- 
lies, at the ſtated Hours of publick Wor- 
ſhip, but alſo by ſpending the intermediate 
Parts of the Day (5 far as is conſiſtent with 
the neceſſary Refreſhments of Nature) in 
religious Exerciſes, in Family and private 
Devotion, inſtructing our Children, reſtrain- 
ing our Servants from taking their Pleaſure 
on that Day, exhorting them to ſpend their 
Time in a Manner more ſuitable to the im- 
portant End for which it is deſigned. 
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I am fully perſuaded, were this Work 
but once ſet about in good earneſt, we ſhould 
ſoon ſee another Face of Things in this Na- 
tion. It would be a means io curb that in- 
ſolent audacious Spirit which has grown to 
ſuch an enormous Height among Perſons in 
lower Life.—It would fill their Minds with 
Reverence for the ſacred Name of God, 
which is ſo dreadfully profan'd among us,-- 
a Crime, which tho' very common and un- 
heeded, is certainly of a moſt miſchievous 
Nature and Tendency. I could wiſh indeed 
it were no where to be found but among 
the loweſt of the People ; but oh ! too often 
are our Ears offended with this impious 
Language, in Company where much better 
might be expected, and among Perſons 
whoſe Education and Good Senſe would 
otherwiſe have fitted them for ſhining Cha- 
racters in Life. 


AR DELO is well deſcended, of ſpright- 
ly Parts, and generous Principles; his Heart 
burns with Love to his King and Country, 
and is full of Zeal for our National Eſtabliſn- 
ment, both in Church. and State, Accord- 
ingly he reads the Accounts which are given 
of Popiſh Tyranny and Cruelty, with vaſt 
Abhorrence and Reſentment, I went with 

him 
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him the other Day to viſita Gentleman, in 
whoſe Parlour we found ſeveral Perſons met 


together. After the firſt Salutations, the 


Converſation turn'd, as is uſual at this Time, 
upon the preſent Poſture of Affairs. One of 
the Company, whoſe Politeneſs and good 
Breeding, appeared in the very Air of his 
Diſcourſe, entertained us very agreeably up- 
on that Head, and in a mott calm and ra- 
tional manner demonſtrated it to us, that 
England muſt needs be miſerable under a 
Popiſh Government ; he was therefore ſur- 
prized that any one in this Nation ſhould 
promiſe himſelf the leaſt Advantage by the 
Subverſion of our preſent happy Eſtabliſh- 
ment- did heartily lament that ſo many 
were thus blind to their own true Happinels, 
and ſhewed the Overflowings of his Benevo- 
lence and Pity, by wiſhing they might have 
their Eyes opened Time enough to prevent 
their utter Deſtruction. Ardelio could not 
forbear every now and then diſcovering His 
great Zeal and Loyalty, by utte ing ſome bit- 
ter Invective againſt That rebellious Crew, 
and ſwore by his Maker, that he could free- 
ly ſend them to the Pit of Hell, and hear- 
tily wiſh'd the D:--1 had them all; with 
ſuch like Expreſſions. When the Compa- 


ny broke up, Ardelio and I went a little 


Way together, and I enquin d of him who 
| B 2 that 
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that Gentleman might be, who talk'd fo 
well about the preſent Rebellion. He re- 
plied, I don't know him, but I warrant you 
he's either a Methodiſt or a Preſbyterian.--- 
Did you mind his whining Way of Talking? 
J told him, I thought the Gentleman's Ar- 
guments were very ſtrong and concluſive, 
tho' not enforced by Appeals.to his Maker, 
nor his Language embelliſhed with thoſe 
Words, Devil and Damnation, as ſome 
People's frequently was ; but that I ſuppoſed 
thoſe Terms were intended more for Orna- 
ment than Uſe in Converſation. Upon ſay- 
ing which, I immediately bid him Good- 
night, and ſo left him to make that Reflecti- 
on upon himſelf, which his Good Senſe, I 
am ſure, will naturally lead him to. | 


Tis no doubt an unſpeakable Pleaſure to 
every true Lover of our holy Religion, to 
ſee ſo many excellent Pieces wrote againſt 
Popery, and the Minds of Perſons of all 
Ranks filled with ſuch a warm Zeal for the 
| Proteſtant Religion. But for God's Sake, 
conſider, I beſeech you, what are we re- 
formed from ? Is it only from the corrupt 
Doctrines of the Church of Rome? What 
will this avail us, if we do not reform our 
Practice alſo? If our Principles are ſo much 
better than theirs (as undoubtedly they are) 

ought 
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ought not our Lives alſo as far to exceed 
theirs? If we, profeſs to derive our Religion 
from our Bibles, ought not our Actiens to 
be conformable thereto? Otherwiſe, don't 
we condemn, ourſelves? And while we are 
making an Outcry againſt Popery, We only 
mean the Tyrannical Part of it, and all our 
Love to, and Zeal for, the Proteſtant Reli- 
gion, proceeds only from the Fear of being 
made Slaves to Prieſts, who would make a 
Property of us, by obliging us to pay dear 
for their Indulgences to our beloved Sins, 
which now we commit with Impunity. 
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If this be the Caſe, may we not fear that 
God, in righteous Judgment, will bring 
That moſt dreadful Scourge upon us, as a 
Puniſhment for our vile Hypocriſy, who 
0 while we cry, The Temple of the Lord, the 
Temple of the Lord, mean nothing /eſs than 
Religion, properly ſo called, but only a Li- 
berty to commit all manner of Iniquity. 
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hut there is yet another Source of Miſ- 
chief, that greatly debauches the Minds of 
Multitudes, and cries to Heaven for Ven- 
geance againſt us; I mean - That inſatiable 
Love of Pleaſure, which like a wide- ſpread- 
ing Contagion has infected almoſt all Sorts 
and Orders of People; and which, unleſs 
we 


(14) 
we are timely reclaimed from, will, in its 
natural Conſequences, inevitably prove our 
utter Deſtruction. 


This is not meant to condemn all manner 
of Recreation as abſolutely unlawful. For 


neither Reaſon nor Religion forbids the mo- 


derate Uſe of it, ſo far as is neceſſary to re- 
lieve the Mind from the Fatigues of Buſi- 
neſs, and is conſiſtent with the Rank and 
Condition of Life we are in---But only that 
immoderate Purſuit of it, which for ſome 
Time paſt has been the reigning Vice; and 
which occaſions an exceſſive Waſte of Time, 
diſpoſes the Mind to Sloth and Idleneſs, is 
unavoidably attended with the Negle& of 
many Family and Relative Duties, as well 
as exorbitant Expences, and all this natural- 
ly followed by Diſcontent, Murmurings and 
Complaints againſt the Times. For when 


People do not proportion their manner of 


Living to their Circumſtances, truly then the 
Times muſt be complained of -- (And 'tis a 
Sign they are bad indeed, when fo many 
Houſes of Amuſement and Entertainment, 
have been maintained by the Superfluities of 
the People.) But the Truth is, this expen- 
five Manner of Living has occaſioned many 
Bankrupts, whereby Numbers of Families 
have been involved in Diſtreſs and Poverty ; 
an 
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and when by their fooliſh Extravagancies, 
they have ruined themſelves and others, 
then they loudly exclaim againſt the Times, 
But who is it makes them ſo bad? Does a- 
ny one oblige us to ſpend our Time and Mo- 
ney in Gaming, in Drinking, in Muſical So- 
_ cieties, or in any other Places of expenſive 
Pleaſure ? We inſtead of this, we were 
generally at home, converſing with our 
Friends, minding our proper Buſineſs, ma- 
king that our Delight inſtead of our Burden. 
Suppoſe, inſtead of ſpending our Evening in 
a Tavern, or elſewhere, we were to regu- 
late our own Houſhold, to ſet up that long- 
neglected Duty of Family Religion, on the 
Week-day, as well as on the Sunday--- Su 
poſe we were to be conſtant in reading the 
Scriptures, Morning and Evening, if poſſible, 
in our Houſes as well as our Cloſets,---Sup- 
poſe we were to fit down ſeriouſly a Quarter 
of an Hour, to conſider what we had been 
doing the paſt Day; what had been done 
amiſs ; what had been neglected that ought 
to have been done ;--and when we had thus 
regulated ourſelves and Families, and ordered 
our Expences in the moſt frugal and beſt 
Manner we are able, ſhou'd find an Overplus, 
inſtead of throwing it away in theſe fa- 
ſhionable Pleaſures, ſuppoſe we relieved the 
Diſtreſſed, or employed the Poor in ſome 

I uſeful 


* 
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uſeful Labour, would not this turn to meh 


better Account than our preſent triſing but 
ruinous . ? 


Iam fully perſuaded, that next to the Pro- 


fanation of * a Sabbath-day, the Neglect of 


Family Devotion is another true Cauſe of 


the abounding of Iniquity in our Land, and 


is a Sin that has — 2 the Diſpleaſure * | 
Almighty. God-againſt us. 


It is indeed aſtoniſhing to think, that any 
Perſons who pretend to own a God and a 
Providence, ſhould neglect to pay him con- 
ſtant Adoration, both in private and in pub- 
lic.---That a Being who knows" he receives 
all the neceſſary Supports of Life from his 
Favour, ſhould forbear to return him hearty 
Thanks for his daily Benefits That thoſe - 


who know they cannot continue one Mo- 


ment in Life without his upholding Hand, 
and who are perpetually liable to be called 
to his Bar, to give an Account of all that they 


have done in the Body, ſhould fail daily to 


implore his Forgiveneſs for paſt Follies, to 
_ his Aid and Aſſiſtance to enable them 
to perform all future Duty, and to aſk of 
him the Beſtowment of all needful i 

Give us Day by Day our daily Bread, is 
; Petition- 
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Petition which ſufficiently intimates to us, 
that this ought to be our dai. Practice. 


Not only every one for himſelf therefore, 
but Maſters of Families ought to join w.th 
their Rouſholds in this Work; becauſe, as 
we want Family Blcflings, and receive Fa- 
mily Mercies, ſo we ought to put up our 
Joint Petitions, and return our joint Thankſ- 
givings to our bountiful Benefactor. And 
the rather, as this alſo, will be a Means to 
inſtil into the Minds of our Children and 
Servants a Reverence for the Divine Being ; 
and be a likely Method to train them up to, 
and fit them for, the ſame Practice, when- 
ever they ſhall be Heads of Families them- 
ſelves--a Duty, which tho' taught by the 
Light of Nature, is, thro' that daring Height 
of Impiety to which ſome are arrived, turned 
into Ridicule. But can any Practice be 
more rational, mate worthy, or more be- 
coming the Dignity f our Nature? What 
Pre-eminence, I beſeech you, have we above 
the Brute Creation, if we only live for the. 
ſame low and mean Purpoſes that they do? 
They indeed anſwer the End of their Being 
in all their. Actions and Purſuits--But for 
Man- an intelligent Creature--a Being en- 
dowed with a Soul capable of knowing, 
loving and adoring his Maker, to put him- 
6 G ſelf 


ful People; and therefore he threatens to re- 


( 18) on 
ſelf upon a Level with theſe lower Orders 


of Creatures, I-»w amazing the Stupidity l 
how monſtrous the Folly ! 


We have indeed for a long Time been 
bleſt with fruitful Seaſons and plentiful Har- 
veſts, as well as with large Increaſe of Cattle 
but may we not juſtly fear, that as theſe. 


_ Mercies have been dreadfully abuſed by us, 


and there has been ſuch a total Neglect of 


Prayer and Praiſe, to the great Giver of all 


theſe good Things, he may make us feel 
our Dependance upon him, by cutting ſhort 
theſe Neceſſary Supports of Life; and that 
thoſe who would not thank' him for them 
when they enjoyed them, may live to know 
the Want of them, and fill the Earth with. 
their bitter Cries and Lamentations, when 
he ſhall in juſt and righteous Judgment pro- 
ceed to theſe Severities? This has been 
God's Method of dealing with People in 
former Ages, and no doubt will be ſo in 
preſent and future Times. They knew not 
that I gave them their Corn and their Wine, 
and their Oil, in the Seaſon thereof}, is the 
Charge brought by God againſt an un 


turn, and deprive them of thoſe good Things 
they would not own bim to be the Author AY 
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And thus theſe who" will not ſee, ſhall ſer 
and be made to tremble under the Fury af 
his Vengeance. | | TIE: 


And for the ſame Cauſe we may juſtly 
fear that he may take from us his ho] 
Word--that long neglected Book--that Book 
which has been [trampled upon and bur- 
leſqu'd by profane and impious Men--and I 
with I could not add, ſlighted by almoſt all 
Sorts of Perſons. * Buſineſs is not with 
the profane ScofferFwho ſneers at his Bible, 
and thinks his Wit never ſo pointed, as 
when he is turning that ſacred Page into 
Ridicule. No-I leave him to be. terribly 
convinc'd of his daring Impiety, and to an- 
ſwer for his Conduct before the righteous 
Bar of a juſt and terrible God--a God who 
will not be mocked, and who is a con- 
ſuming Fire to all thoſe who are chfinately 
impenitent. But my preſent - Buſineſs is 
with thoſe who profeſs to acknowledge the 
divine Authority of that ſacred Book, but 
neglect to make any Uſe of it, unleſs it be 
in teaching Children to read ; and who, tho' 
they pretend to derive all their Religion 
from it, never make Conſcience of reading 
it, either in private, or in their Families. 
And what ſhall we ſay to ſuch a — 
* C 2 


| (20) | 
Do you think this is not caſting great 
Contempt upon the divine Author of this 
Revelation? Will you ſay you have, from 
your younger Years, been ſo well acquaint- 
ed with 11, that 'tis needleſs for you to read 
it now ? You know all the Rules and Du- 
ties contained therein. However, let me 
tell you 'tis a Sign your Knowledge therein 
is very defective, ſince your Practice is no 
more conformable thereto. I am perſwaded, 
if you would acquaint ypurſelves more with 
your Bible, you would And many Things in 
it, that would miniſter Reproof. And is 
not this, my Friends, the very Caſe ?--Has 
not Cuſtom, long Cuſtom, introduced many 
Practices into human Life that cannot be ju- 
ſtified by the Rules of our holy Religion? 
But we Faves not how to refrain from them 
and becauſe we will not be made uneaſy in 
theſe Practices, therefore we neglect our 
Bibles, ſtifle our Conſciences, and by ſome 
fallacious Reaſonings or other, make our- 
ſelves eaſy in this Round of Sin and Folly. 


But is this acting like reaſonable Creatures? 
Muſt we not come to a terrible Reckoning 
hereafter, for all theſe Neglects, this wilful 
Blindneſs, refuſing to come to the Light, left 
our Deeds ſhould be reproved? Oh what a 
heavy 


— 
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1 
heavy Load of Guilt will this bting upon 
us l | | 3 


Let none pretend to evade the Force of 
all that has been now ſaid, by pertiy reply- 
ing That as bad as our Nation is, they make 
no doubt but other Nations are as charge- 
able with Vices and Immoralities of every 
kind ; and that therefore we have no Reaſon 


to fear any remarkable Puniſhments from the 


Hand of God, above others, upon that Ac- 
count. For ſuch ſhould conſider (if any 
ſuch there be) that fewv have enjoyed the 
fame Advantages for the Practice of Reli- 
gion and Virtue that we do; and perhaps 
too, no Nation under Heaven lies under ſuch 
ſtrong Obligations to Providence as ourſelves. 
We have once and again been moſt remark- 


ably preſerved from Ruin, when upon the 


utmoſt Brink of Danger, from our Popiſh 
Enemies both at home and abroad : But 
alas l to our Shame be it ſpoken, thoſe ſignal 
Appearances of divine Providence in our Fa- 
vour, have been far from being rightly im- 
proved, nay, moſt groſly abuſed; ſo that 
we ſeem to have been delivered only that 
we might commit the vileſt Abominations-- 
And ſurely this muſt have vaſtly aggravated 
our Guilt, and may give us Cauſe to expect 

2 a 


( 22) 
a proportionable Weight of Refentment and 
Vengeance from the Hand of forgotten, 
Mlighted, and injur'd Goodneſs. Do not 
then venture -to flatter yourſelves with this 
Thought, that becauſe your Enemies are as 
wicked as yourſelves, (or perhaps more ſo) 
tberefore they ſhall not be ſuffered to prevail 
againſt you; for when God is about to pu- 
niſh a favourite, but ungrateful Nation, he 
often makes Uſe of the worſt of the People 
for that Purpoſe; for the Sword in their 
Hand is but His Indignation ; and while 
they are perpetrating the greateſt Wickedneſs 
and Cruelty, he is but executing his righteous 


Judgments. | | 


And now tell me, all ye conſiderate 
Readers, tell me, Are not theſe Things that 
I have mentioned the true Cauſe of thoſe 
National Troubles we at preſent groan un- 
der, and have great Reaſon to fear will fall 
with a yet heavier Weight upon us, if we 
do not repent, and turn to the Lord with 
our whole Heart ? May we not juſtly fear 
that our Bibles will be torn out of our Hands; 
in Fury and Indignation by our Adverſaries, 
who know full well what a dangerous Ene- 
my it is to their tyrannical Power, and there- 
fore very wiſely, as well as wickedly, hinder 

3 | the 


. 
the poor People from reading theſe facred 
Oracles, 


I think I may ſpare you and myſelf the 
Trouble and Pain of drawing the Picture of 
ſuch a Diſtreſs. It has been very judici- 
ouſly ſet forth by many eminent Pens; but 
none can fully deſcribe it, no Words can be 
found ſtrong enough to paint out the Miſe- 
ries this poor, Nation would ſuffer, if God 
ſhould ler looſe theſe-Deſtroyers of * Peace 


upon Us. 


Well-- How ſhall we prevent it? What 
muſt be done? We have joined together in 
Bands to unite our Strength againſt the com- 
mon Enemy. We grudge no Trouble, no 
Charge for this . Tis well ſo far-- 
But remember God is your Enemy-- and 
what have you done to appeaſe him? Why, 
we have ſet apart a Day of Faſting and Prayer 
for this Purpoſe, to implore his Bleſſing up- 
on our Armies and our Fleets,--This alſo is 
well--But is this all? O my Friends and 
Countrymen, this is not ſufficient, You 
muſt turn every Man from the Evil of his 
Ways and Doings, and turn to the Lord 
with your whole Heart, that he may have 
Mercy on you, Jeſt he come and ſmite you 
with à Curſe. | , 

| | ut 


: — 7 - — - 4 
nad . r — — = - - 
N * - 
> S gr 5 3 — — — — — — — 
0 "= p 2 — — — AN — — - - = — 
— 2 —— - — oY — 
* - . "RS. — 2 __ 
5 — — 2 2 


- . * — — 
- —— — —— — — — — 
2 = by — 92 — * 
= _ — —— woY — — 
———— — —  O- 


— — —ů—ů— — oo oo 


. 
* 


(24 ) 


But you'll ſay, What can we do to turn 


a whole Nation? Tis true we cannot do 


it : But let every one of us mend himſelf, 
his Family, and all under his Care, fo far 
as his Influence reaches. Was but this once 
effectually reſolved on, and put in Practice, 
I ſhould fear nor France nor Rome, nor the 
confederate Force of the infernal Regions; ; 
for if God be for us, we might then fay, 


ſtronger is he that is with us, than 15 wy | 


that be againſt us. 


And to encourage us in this Return, let 
us remember, that at what Time he ſpeaks 
concerning a Nation or concerning a People, 
to pluck up, and to pull down and to deſtroy ; 
if that Nation and Kingdom turn from the 
Evil of their Ways and Doings, and humble 
themſelves before him, he will alſo turn from 
the Fury of his Anger, ſaith the Lord. Is 


this the kind and condeſcending Language 


of our adoreable Creator, of our righteous 
Governor, and of our tender Father, and 
ſhall we not hear him ? Shall we not com- 
ply with this his ſo reaſonable Demand, -- 


ſo much for our own Intereſt,--for the Inte- 


reſt of our native Country. -of our dear 


- known 
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Pp, i + wh Ho 


= 0 „ ww oO WJ , we £©5© 


4] 


P wiz” LO Oo 


F 
known among Men? I wade myſelf, 
none that will give themſelves Leave to read 
this, and fit down ſeriouſly to conſider the 
Weight and Importance of it, but will reſolve, 
for their own Part, to root out every Vice 
and Folly that Cuſtom and Faſhion may 
have introduced into their own Practice, and 
that of their Families, O! what a Token 
for good would it be to this poor Iſland, 
If inſtead of exclaiming againſt our Rulers 
and Governors, every one ſhould ſmite upon 
his own Breaſt, and ſay, What have I done? 
acknowledging the Juſtice of God in our 
pteſent Troubles: If inſtead of putting our 
Truſt in the Courage, the Bravery, the 
Strength, and the Vigilance of our, Armies, 
our Admirals, or our Ships of War, we 
ſhould be heard to own our Dependance 
upon the divine Being; and after all the 
beſt concerted Meaſures have been purſued 
for our Safety, ſhould place our Confidence 
entirely in the Lord of Hoſts, who only 
can give us Victory :—If inſtead of Idleneſs 
and Sloth, and an exorbitant Thirſt after 
Pleaſure, we ſhould ſee People grow dili- 
gent in their Callings ; Frugality reigning 
in the room of Luxury; good Order and 
Family-Devotion, inſtead of Gaming Tables, 
and other expenſive Follies :—And to crown 
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all, If inſtead of making the Sabbath a Day 
of Pleaſure and Recreation, we ſhould ſee 
our Churches crowded, and Houſes of pub- 


lick Reſort and Entertainment in a manner 


forſaken ? What a delightful Scene would 
this be! How would ſuch an Alteration in 
the Face of Affairs, cauſe the Heart of every 
good Man to leap, for Joy ! inaſmuch as 4 
would be an undoubted Frelage of our ap- 
projetiing Deliverance, and make it evident - 

ned by God for our Reformation, and not 
for cur Deſtruction. 5 


But, if after all theſe Methods which 
God has taken to rouze us out of our Le- 
thargy, and to reclaim us from our Sins, we. 
will yet harden our Hearts, and refuſe to 


hear the Voice of his Rod, as we have long 
done the Voice of his Word, we may de- 
pend upon it, if the 
blow over, and theſe Troubles in ſome good 
Meaſure ſubſide, God will yet. viſit us in a 
more terrible Manner than he has now done; 
and it may be, bring ſuch ſudden Calamities 
upon us, as will not give us room. for Re- 
pentance : For he is a God to whom Ven- 
geance belongs, as well as Mercies, and thoſe 
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Fl appear, that theſe late Troubles were de- 
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reſent Storm ſhould 
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who will not honour him in one Way, ſhall 
certainly do it in another, 


And now, ſhall not every one of us do 
the utmoſt that lies in his Power to avert 
ſuch impending Danger? O my Friends 
and Countiymen, do you not begin to feel 
the dying Sparks of publick Spirit rekindle 
in your Souls, and riſe up to a generous 
Flame, inſpiring you with ardent Reſolu- 
tions to ſerve your Country in all the Ways 
you can ? Don't you think 'tis worth while 
to break off your Sins by Repentance, and to 
amend what has been amiſs in your Conduct, 
fince tis the only effectual Way to fave this 
poor Nation from Ruin, and to draw down 
the Bleſſing of Heaven upon it? I perſwade 
myſelf you do--I cannot think you ſunk ſo 
low as to feel no ſuch generous Sentiments 
glowing in your Breaſts, O cultivate and 
cheriſh the noble, the pious Reſolution ; put 
it info immediate Pract ce- Ceaſe to do evil, 
learn to do well, fo ſhall the Anger of God 
be turned away from us, and we, and our 
King, and our Land ſhall find Favour in 
his Sight, | 
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And as a further Motive to this Refor- 
mation, let me add, that what you are 
now exhorted to, as the only Means of turn- 
ing away the Anger of God, and ſecuring 
his Bleſſing, will be as beneficial to your- 
ſelves, conſider d as private Perſons, as it 
will be to the Community of which you 
are Members. For it muſt be remembred, 
that Profaneneſs and Immorality are not only 
ruinous to Society, but much more fo to the 
Perſons who are guilty of them. And there- 
fore, tho' a publick Spirit, and a Love for 
your Country ſhould not be Principles ſtrong 
enough to make you forſake your Sins; yet, 
methinks, when your own Intereſt and Hap- 
pineſs are equally concerned, you ſhould, 
in a Dependance upon divine Grace, hearti- 
ly ſet about it. Tis poſſible Thouſands and 
Ten thouſands may ſtill harden their Hearts, 
and a general Reformation may not, after 
all, take Place; and if fo, how God will 
d-al with us as a Nation, we cannot certainly 
determine. However, this ſhould not put a 
Stop to a perſonal Reformation, becauſe that 
will be attended with this comfortable Re- 
flection, even at preſent, that we have done 
all that was in our Power to prevent the 
Ruin of ohr dear Country: And will more- 
over be a Pledge of our eternal Felicity in 


the 
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the World to come. And ſhall not the Hope 
of dwelling for ever in the Preſence of God, 
as our God and Portion ; of ſeeing his Face 
with Comfort and Joy hereafter ; of joining 
with Angels, and with the Spirits of juſt 
Men made perfect, in adoring and praiſing 
him for ever ; and of being made happy to 


the utmoſt of our Capacities and Wiſhes ; I 


fay, ſhall not the Hope of all this put us 
upon doing that, which is moſt reaſonable 
in itſelf, and is recommended to us by every 
Conſideration that may affect and influence 
intelligent Creatures ? 


Will it be any Conſolation to you, my 
Friends, to periſh with the Multitude, and 
after all theſe Warnings which Providence 
has thrown in your Way, to have no other - 
Excuſe for your Vindication, but that you 
ated like the reſt of the Nation; and there- 
fore thought yourſelves in a very fafe 
Way, becauſe you did but follow the Ex- 
ample of many others, who were eſteemed 
good Sort of People? Alas! what a poor 
Excuſe will this be to offer before the Bar 
of God, when he ſhall call you to a final 
Reckoning? How will you be able to ſtand 
the Teſt of ſuch an Examination, when he 
ſhall demand of you, what Improvement 


you 


| (30 ] | 
you made of all thoſe Advantages he put 
into your Hands, for the Practice of Virtue 
and true Religion ? That theſe Papers may 
not increaſe your Guilt, and aggravate your 
Mifery, in that awful Day, let them have 
that Regard from you which their Impor- 
tance jultly demands. Which God of his in- 
finite Mercy grant, through the Merits of 
his Son, and our only Saviour, 
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I. Britannia's Alarm: A POEM, occaſi- 
oned by the Preſent Rebellion. To which is ad- 
ded, a FABLE of the Vinz and BRAMBLE. 
Price 6 d. 4 
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II. Zeal and Loyalty recommended, in a 8ER. 
M ON preached at Poole in Dor ſeiſpire, on Oc- 
caſion of the Preſent Unnatural Rebellion, De- 
cember 1ſt, 1745, when the Pretender's Son, with 
his Highland Army, had advanced a conſiderable 
Way into England. By Samuel Haward. Price 6 d. 


III. Love to our Country, and Zeal for its Inte- 
_ reſt, recommended in a SER M ON preached 
to a Congregation of Proteſtant Diſſenters at 
Saliſbury, on Sunday, Ofober 6, 1745. and pub- 
liſhed at their particular Requeſt. By Samuel Ro- 
berts, The Fifth Edition. Price 6 d. | 


IV. A Friendly Letter to the Bririſb Soldiery. 
Price 13. a Hundred to thoſe who give them away. 
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